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Principles for wider opening of academies from 1 June 2020 

Background 
Since 23 March, in line with the scientific advice, nurseries, schools and colleges have remained open to a priority 

group of children and young people, children of critical workers and vulnerable children. The schools and alternative 

provisions with the EMAT have been open where and when there has been a requirement and operated in 

accordance with guidance on social distancing and local assessment of risk.   On 11th May 2020 Government guidance 

was released on opening schools and educational settings to more pupils from 01 June 2020. Guidance stated that 

the Government reviewed existing arrangements in line with scientific advice and that the UK was now past the peak 

of the virus. The Prime Minister has set out a recovery strategy which states that ‘it is time to begin the phased 

return of children and young people to nurseries, schools and colleges in a way that is measured, reduces risks and is 

guided by science’.   

 

The current position is;  
The request by government for schools to re-open in phases is not enshrined in legislation or statutory guidance and 

as such, there are no sanctions for schools who do not re-open or for parents who choose not to send their children 

to school. However, the request is based on scientific evidence and government policy. The NGA guides Trust Boards, 

as the responsible body / employer, to consider the approach to be taken cross-trust and ensure oversight of a 

thorough risk assessment before reaching any final decision on re-opening or wider opening.  

 

The action that has already been taken cross-trust to plan and prepare for wider opening of our academies;  

• Circulated all emerging government guidance 

• Individual academies surveying parental desire for places after 1 June 

• Trust has engaged with national and trade union debates regarding wider opening of schools 

• Trust senior leadership discussions with all academy Headteachers 

 

For now, we are simply making plans for how we might open schools more widely from 1st June. The government will 

make the final decision on whether to open schools more widely when it reviews the latest science, including 

transmission rates, on 28th May. 

 

Principles for opening/wider opening of EMAT academies;  
The Trust Board has agreed a set of principles which describe the approach its academies will take to wider opening. 

 

All academies in Esteem Multi-Academy Trust will follow the government’s final decision of 28th May. 

With the expectation that this will be to open more widely from the beginning of June, all Esteem academies should 

plan for wider opening based on the principles below:  

 

1. The safety and wellbeing of our staff and pupils is paramount. Esteem is committed to a participative approach. 

academy leaders should work with their staff – and indeed parents/carers and school communities – to discuss 

and share plans, as they are developed.  

 

http://www.esteemmat.co.uk/
mailto:info@esteemmat.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overview-of-scientific-information-on-coronavirus-covid-19
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2. Planning will take account of the needs, vulnerabilities and concerns of all staff and children.  If for any reason 

(for example, because an unusual number of staff are shielding, living with someone who is extremely vulnerable, 

or otherwise vulnerable themselves) it is not possible to implement opening in the way outlined in government 

guidance, then we limit what we do to what is safe. Esteem academies will adopt a cautious, phased approach.  

 

3. Because this is a new virus, we cannot expect the science to be able to give us all the answers. Science can tell us 

(tentatively and with various levels of confidence) about risks to specific groups. But it cannot tell us everything. 

We will be guided by the science and seek to do what is right based on the best evidence we have. 

 

4. We are committed to ensuring that our discussions and practice build the confidence of teachers and parents. 

Finding optimum solutions means we will work together with staff, unions and parents/carers in the interests of 

our children and young people. 

 

5. Esteem academies are all very different and will need to take differing approaches to the phasing of wider 

opening and the numbers and cohorts of pupils that will be able to return.  Our mainstream and PRU/AP settings 

will follow the government guidance related to phasing in specific year groups.  Our special school academies will 

make local decisions based on pupil risk assessments, staffing and buildings requirements and parental choices.  

These decisions should be explained and communicated to parents. 

 

6. Plans will be based on the hierarchy of measures recommended by the government and its Scientific Advisory 

Group on Emergencies (SAGE). This is not without risk. But the approach that Esteem will take will be based on 

comprehensive risk assessments.  Before any academies move to open or increase the number of pupils that 

have already been in attendance over the last 9 weeks the following must be met as a minimum;  

 

a) An Academy wider opening risk assessment to be completed – based on the Esteem template risk 

assessment (see attached) – this will consider the following areas: 

- Health and safety 

- Workforce and HR 

- Communications 

- Parents and pupils 

- Curriculum and timetabling 

- Policies and procedures 

- Supply chains and contracts 

- Educational priorities and impacts 

 

b) A Trust level wider opening risk assessment to be completed – this will consider the following areas: 

- Academy risk assessment 

- Policies and procedures 

- Supply chains and contracts 

- Financial impacts 

- Educational priorities and impact 

- Regulatory environment 

- Accountability environment 

 

Timescales;  
These principles are to apply at least until the end of the summer term – should the decision be made on 28th May 

that schools should implement wider opening plans.  A review of these principles will be undertaken prior to the new 

academic year in September 2020. 


